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              Vanda Markus
HAPPY NEW YEAR!

This is my first chance to wish you and your family a Happy New Year. We hope your holiday was restful and filled with good times with friends and family. Here’s hoping that 2012 brings peace, health, and prosperity to you all.
And now it’s almost the end of January—a time to dream new dreams and work hard to make them come true!

Now that we are mid-way through January, it is important for parents to know that teachers are collecting valuable and relevant data to be used on Report Cards which will be coming home on February 10th. 
Growing Success, is the new Ministry Document that guides all assessment policies and practices for educators in Ontario. It is an excellent, comprehensive , easy-to-read resource that will help you become very informed about assessment policies and practices from grades 1-12. Please use the link below to get your copy: 

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/policyfunding/growSuccess.pdf 
We encourage you to continually dialogue with teachers in order to build a solid understanding of your son’s or daughter’s progress throughout the year.

Term two provincial report card (Grade 9) and term 1 provincial report card (grades 7 & 8) will go home on February 10th. Parent-teacher meetings to discuss progress (if necessary) take place on February 16th (evening) and 17th (morning) (the 17th being a P.A. Day for students).

Holiday Cleanup:

A special thank you to Mr. Pageot and his amazing custodial staff for the wonderful cleaning job during the holidays. Our hallway floors sparkled and classroom corners were dust free when we all returned on Monday, January 9th. 

We’re encouraging students and visitors to do their part in helping to keep the school clean. Parents please remind your children to clean up after themselves in the cafeteria and hallways and to remove as much snow as possible from their boots when they enter the building so that the floors remain safe.
Winter Dress:

The true Canadian winter has reared its cold, snowy self. It’s important for all students to be prepared for outdoor recess every day by dressing appropriately for cold weather (It’s also a good idea to have some “back up” items for those times when mitts, socks, and pants may get wet). 

Unless it is extremely cold or rainy, students are expected to be outdoors prior to entry time and during lunch recess break (times may be shortened depending on weather). Outdoor time provides much needed fresh air, exercise, and a break from the academic demands of the school day. It is a necessary part of the school day.

Conditions warranting indoor recesses

(a) Rain, thunderstorms, lightning, hail, extreme winds and extreme cold.

(b) Cold weather:  When temperature and/or wind-chill factor indicates -28C or lower children will remain indoors due to risk of frostnip and frostbite.

When temperature and/or wind-chill factor indicates –20 to –28C, lunch recess may be shortened to 20 minutes depending on local conditions.  Children will be monitored closely for signs of frostnip, frostbite or difficulty breathing.
Illness:
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The winter flu bug has really taken its toll on many students, staff and families of the St. Andrew’s community. As a result, we are very concerned for those individuals who have not yet been hit by the bug. 
Generally speaking, a student who is unable to go outside for lunch recess due to illness should, more than likely, still be at home until all symptoms have disappeared (individual situations may present a different approach). The ability for a child to rest and get better will be to his/her benefit and avoid the spreading of germs to others in the class/school. In extenuating circumstances, where a child must be at school but should not be outdoors at lunch recess, a written note is required. Please remind your child to regularly wash his/her hands as a general day-to-day practice and use the hand sanitizer dispensers that are spread throughout the school.
Punctuality—It’s a good thing!

The beginning of a new calendar year is a good time to remind our families that the school entry bell rings at 8:50 a.m.,  12:38 p.m. (lunch one) and 1:29 p.m. (lunch two). To avoid being late, children should be on school property and close to the front doors at that time. Students who arrive after the first note of O Canada are considered late for homeroom although they should report directly to their homeroom teacher. If a student is later than 9:01, they must report to the office for an “admit” slip to period one. Your co-operation in this matter will help to promote good life-long habits for your children, a good positive start to the school day for everyone, and a lot less work for the office staff who spend a great deal of time in the morning addressing our students who arrive late.
Grade 8/9 Secondary Information Evenings for Parents 

High school is a big step in a student's school life. For many elementary school students and their parents, it can seem like a big and scary place. TDSB staff can help ease any anxieties and show all of the exciting possibilities the transition has to offer. In high school, students have the opportunity to explore a variety of different programs and courses, participate in a wide-range of extra-curricular activities, develop life-long friendships, and prepare for post-secondary life. 

From November through to January, TDSB secondary schools across the city are hosting parent information evenings to help grade 8 and 9 students and parents make informed decisions about high school. Hopefully you have been able to discover a wealth of information about our secondary schools, including programs, special characteristics, and diploma requirements during your visits. 
Reminder: Optional Attendance forms for grade 9 or 10 must be received by the school being applied to by Wednesday, February 1, 2012. Parents/guardians will be informed of acceptance or non-acceptance prior to Wednesday, February 15, 2012. Confirmation of the offer of admission must be done by completing a course selection sheet by Thursday, March 1, 2012.

Please note: No student will be admitted into a secondary school through optional attendance after March 1, 2012 unless the student does not have a timetable at another school.

At St. Andrew’s, we are attempting to gather information from our grade 8 families as to whether they are anticipating returning to St. Andrew’s for grade 9 in 2012-2013. It is an important time for our school as we attempt to determine our numbers which significantly affects the staff we are provided and the programs we can offer our grade 9 students. To that end, all grade 8 students received a letter on Monday, January 16, 2012 asking families to indicate plans for their child for 2012-2013. If you have not already done so, please get these forms back into your child’s home room teacher no later than January 26. Your attention to this request is greatly appreciated.
Peanuts in the school…
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Periodically, it is very important that we remind students and families of the importance of a peanut- free environment at St. Andrew’s. Although we realize that it is difficult to find things for your children to eat that don’t have traces of peanut products, we do ask that you are diligent in this matter to assist us in making St. Andrew’s safe for all anaphylactic students. There are too many students that attend the school with this life-threatening allergy to peanuts and peanut products. We want to protect them any way that we can. Thank you in advance for your understanding.

School Sports Teams…

There is plenty to cheer about at St. Andrew’s these days. The school sports teams are in full swing with a number of the teams involved in league play beginning in January.
The junior and senior boys’ basketball teams have taken flight in January under the coaching expertise of Mr. Baluyot (Junior) and Mr. Johnson (Senior). The boys have been working hard to hone their skills and play like a team in hopes of having a successful season. There are definitely some energetic and big bodies that have been working the coaches hard during practices. The teams are looking to make some real noise during the upcoming season – good luck boys!
The junior and senior girls’ volleyball teams also hit the courts in January. With Coach Johnston (Junior) along with Coach Lau and Coach Sun (Senior) on board to pass along their expertise, the students are sure to have a successful experience. Volleyball is all about communication, so St. Andrew’s students should have no problem displaying their talents and support for one another throughout the season. We know you will represent St. Andrew’s with pride. Good luck girls!
[image: image11.wmf][image: image12.wmf]The grade 7/8 Hockey team is in full flight taking to the ice at the beginning of January in hopes of making a strong run to the city finals. The talented group of intermediate students will continue to grow as a team with the playoffs prevalent in their minds. Under the guidance of Mr. Howard, Mr. Johnson, and Mr. Della-Schiava, St. Andrew’s 7/8 students will look to match their in-class success on the ice. The optimism is high for a successful. Good luck!

To all of our student athletes, good luck during your seasons. We will be cheering for you and know that you will represent St. Andrew’s well.

Just around the corner… in 2012
Jan. 23-30
Grade 9 Exams

Jan. 27

PA Day – no school for students

Feb. 2

Winter Activity Day #2

Feb. 6

Semester 2 Begins


(Optional Course change over)



Early Closure (1:30 dismissal)

Feb. 8

Pizza Lunch
Feb. 10

Term 2 (Gr. 9) Report Home



Term 1 (Gr. 7 & 8) Report Home
Feb. 14

Parent Council Valentine’s Day



Bake Sale

Feb. 16 & 17
Parent-Teacher Interviews 

(if necessary)…evening of the 16th, morning of the 17th (the 17th being
a PA Day for students)
Feb. 20

Family Day – school closed 

Feb. 23

Graduation Photos 
IMPORTANT SAFETY REMINDER…
During the winter months, the traffic and safety on Fenn Avenue in front of the school is in its most critical state. It is a very narrow street meaning that any parked cars in front of the school make passage along the street dangerous. It is also a nerve wracking experience for students to exit and enter the family car safely. This presents a serious safety issue for our staff, students, and community members. Please be sure, even when in a hurry, that you refrain from parking your vehicle in these designated areas and use adjacent side streets or the back parking lot pick-up and drop-off loop to meet your child. 
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AFTER SIX INFORMATION SESSION / OPEN HOUSE
The pictures you see above represent only a small portion of the amazing presentations that were on display on Wednesday, January 11, 2012 at our St. Andrew’s Open House and After Six information night.

Our evening began in the cafeteria with a packed house listening and learning about the transition to Junior High. Our grade six students and their families were absolutely mesmerized by the information. 

Following our grade six information session, our current grade seven, eight and nine students along with our visiting grade six students, had an opportunity to walk around the school to get a first hand look at the incredible displays and presentations. Students were experimenting in the Science lab, playing various cooperative games in the gym, learning to eat healthy in Family Studies, and playing with bridges in D & T to name but a few. It was a magical evening for our current students and one that left our future students chomping at the bit for next September to arrive.

The teachers did a marvelous job preparing for the evening by either leaving displays available for viewing in their classroom or attending the evening and putting on demonstrations or presentations. Many students supported the teachers by coming to school for the evening to engage in the various activities throughout the school for our current and visiting students and families to see.

What makes St. Andrew’s so special is the ability of everyone to come together when it matters most to put an evening that is breathtaking and leaves lasting memories for all who attended. 
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Traffic Safety Tips: Help Make This a Safe Winter Season
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Now that winter is here, we know that severe weather will be part of our daily lives for the next few months. While traffic safety is an important matter all year long, this is a particularly good time to review what we can do to keep students safe. 

The need to be aware and alert at all times, on any road, and even in the most routine circumstances is key to traffic safety. This applies to students and drivers alike. Road conditions can be challenging in the winter months. So to those of us who drive, please take extra care on the roads and in parking lots, especially in areas where children might be present.

School staff periodically review street and traffic safety with students. Parents can help reinforce these safety messages with children at home. Below are some tips that might be helpful to review.

- Stop, look, and listen for traffic.
- Only cross at corners and crosswalks.
- Make eye contact with drivers.
- Walk on the right side of the crosswalk.
- Wear appropriate footwear to reduce the chances of slipping.
- Never run into the street.
- Obey crossing signals.
- Cross only if clear.
- Walk on sidewalks.
- Where there are no sidewalks, walk as far away from traffic as possible, facing traffic.

The safety of our students is always a top priority. Let's work together to make the winter season safe so we can enjoy all it has to offer.
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TOGETHER…


WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!
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