December 12, 2011
Dear Grade 9 Students and Parents,

We hope that you are looking forward to the upcoming break and that you have a joyous and relaxing holiday with family and friends.

As you know, during the week of January 23rd – 30th, our grade 9 students will write their first set of exams. We believe that exam writing is a skill that will benefit our students as they progress through High School and beyond.  To support them through this very important learning experience, teachers are spending time in class reviewing test-taking strategies, stress management and study skills. As well, in all of their classes for which there are exams, students will receive topic overviews and review sheets (these will be distributed no later than December 23, 2011). These packages include a variety of questions which will assist them in achieving success on their January exams. A series of after school Exam Preparation sessions will also be offered to students. The first will be on Wednesday, January 11, 2012 and the second on Wednesday, January 18, 2012. Each session will run for one hour (3:30-4:30) under the direction of Ms. Fair and Ms. Stella. We encourage all of our grade 9 students to take advantage of this outstanding opportunity. While exams can be a stressful time, we are eager to assist and support our students through this learning experience.  

The schedule of exams will be as follows:
Monday, January 23rd
English 

Tuesday, January 24th 
Science 

Wednesday, January 25th 
French 

Thursday, January 26th
Geography
Friday, January 27th 
PA DAY – no school or exam
Monday, January 30th 
Math
All January mid term exams will be worth 20% of the student’s second term mark
Some procedures to note:

1. All students will be expected to arrive at 8:45 a.m., entering the school through the front doors only.

2. Students will proceed directly to the cafeteria or to a designated “exam classroom”, without visiting their lockers.  Provisions for storage of coats and backpacks will be made in the exam-writing areas. *All books, notes, handouts etc. need to be taken home on Friday, January 20, 2012. 

3. At 8:50 a.m. attendance will be taken, and papers distributed.  

4. Students will write the exams from 9:00 a.m. until 10:30 a.m. Exams are designed to be completed in one hour, however students are given one and a half hours to allow them to have time to complete the exam without rushing and to thoroughly check their work.

5. Students who are finished the exam will be permitted to leave at 10:00 a.m.; otherwise they will remain in the exam room until 10:30 a.m.  

6. At the end of the exam, students are expected to exit the school immediately, using the front doors only, or doors adjacent to their “exam classrooms”.  Once again, they will not be permitted to visit their lockers to avoid disruption to our grade 7 and 8 classes that will continue as usual.  

7. In the event a student misses an exam, a medical certificate must be provided upon the students’ return and the school office informed that morning, as per usual attendance procedures.  Depending on the circumstances, an alternate time to write the missed exam can and will be arranged.
8. Regular grade 9 classes will resume on Tuesday, January 31, 2012.  

A second set of grade 9 exams will be held at the end of June. There are no exemptions permitted from these June exams (as per Ministry guidelines).  
If there is anything else we can do to assist your child in achieving success, please feel free to contact your child’s subject teacher, teacher advisor or our Head of Student Services, Ms. Wong. By working together with our students and their families, we know that we will provide a most valuable and challenging educational experience during exams at St. Andrew’s.  Thank you for your support.

Sincerely,

Andrew Howard

Debbie Drape




Principal


Vice Principal
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