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GREETINGS 
[image: image1.wmf]We welcome back students, parents, caregivers and volunteers to St. Andrew’s J.H. A very special welcome to the many new students and families to our school and community. We look forward to a productive, accountable and exciting year of learning with you.

A special welcome to the newest members of our family:

· Esau Della-Schiava – Design & Technology, Science teacher
· Yurie Kimm – Music (Strings) teacher
· Cathy Prisor – Special Needs Assistant
A special welcome back to a few returning members of our family:

· Patrizia Conrad – English, Physical & Health Education teacher
· Taline Baltayan – French, Drama teacher
· Renee Veenkamp – Geography/History, English, Special Education, Drama teacher – LTO for Ms. Kadish
· Phil Sun – Business & Computers, Math, Drama teacher – Occasional teacher for Ms. Lee
· Patricia Howe – Special Education – Occasional teacher for Ms. Stella

[image: image5.wmf]IMPORTANT INFORMATION SENT HOME IN PREVIOUS PACKAGES

Our opening week package contained very important information for you.  Hopefully, you have been able to set aside some time to review this information with your child and complete the necessary forms that must be returned to the school. If you haven’t already done so, please return, to your child’s homeroom teacher, the following forms: 
Student Information Verification Form, Medical Form, Physical Education Information and Intramural Permission Form, Walking Excursion Form, Terry Fox Donation/Permission Form, School Council Volunteer Sign Up Form, Get The News On Line, Internet Agreement for Students and Parents, Student Media Release Consent, Student Website Release, Severe Weather Conditions, Safe Arrival Form for school records, as soon as possible. 

SAFE SCHOOL EXPECTATIONS

[image: image6.wmf]Absences - If your child is absent from school or will be arriving late, please call our Safe Arrival Phone Line and leave a message (child’s name, teacher, grade and a short reason for the absence) on the answering machine, 395 –4695.  Parents are strongly encouraged to participate in our Safe Arrival Program.
Regular Schedule
[image: image7.wmf][image: image8.wmf]Arrival/Dismissal Times – All students are expected to be in their classrooms ready for learning following the entry bells at 8:50 a.m. and either 12:38 p.m. (1st lunch) or 1:29 p.m. (2nd lunch).  Students will be dismissed at 11:47 a.m. (1st lunch) or 12:38 p.m. (2nd lunch) and 3:11 p.m.  
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Safety – Entry/Exits:  In order to ensure a smooth/safe transition into the school in the morning, all students have been asked to gather outside of the main school doors and enter safely (without pushing and shoving) promptly at 8:50 a.m. At the end of the day, teachers will dismiss students from their classrooms to be picked up. Parents/Guardians and Caregivers are expected to meet their child outside (at the appropriate entry/exit door). For safety reasons, parents are asked not to wait for their children in the school (unless picking up from the office early) as the hallways become extremely congested and, therefore, unsafe.

[image: image22.wmf]
Emergency Contacts – Together, we are responsible for your child’s safety. Please keep the school up-to-date with current phone numbers, addresses and medical needs.   Please note: medication cannot be given to your child unless you and your child’s doctor complete a TDSB medication form. Please see the office for more details.

[image: image10.wmf]Code of Conduct – All students and staff learn and work in a safe school environment, free from verbal and physical acts of harassment.  Any form of bullying will not be tolerated.  Consequences for inappropriate behaviour may range from “time out” from activities to a suspension from school (Please be sure you are up-to-date with the code of conduct pages in your child’s student agenda and you have read them over with your child). Your support in helping to maintain a safe place for all students to learn and teachers to teach is greatly appreciated. 
“BOOMERANG” LUNCH PROGRAM
We encourage students who are able to receive a supervised lunch at home to go home for lunch.  However, students who are staying for lunch will be asked to do their part in our “BOOMERANG”/”LITTERLESS” lunch program.  This simply means students are expected to take home all uneaten food and containers that could be recycled or reused.  Please send along an extra plastic bag inside your child’s lunch.  This will allow him/her to place all uneaten foods in the bag for home disposal.  Thank you for your support in our foods and environmental awareness program.

UPCOMING DATES TO NOTE

Mon., Sept. 12 Early Dismissal (1:30 p.m.)

 Parent Council Meeting (7:00 p.m. in the library)

Tues., Sept. 13 Grade 7 Frosh Frolic – Per. 

                                  6 & 7        
Sept. 14-16 Grade 7 Monocliffs trip #1
Sept. 19&20
School Photo Days
Fri., Sept. 21 Terry Fox ‘Walk’ – Per. 6 & 7
Thurs., Sept. 22 “Curriculum Night (a flyer with specific details has been attached to this newsletter). We look forward to seeing you then!

Sept. 26-28 Grade 7 Monocliffs trip #2

Wed., Sept. 28 TTC Photos (p.m.)

Oct. 3-5 Grade 7 Monocliffs trip #3

Immunization – The immunization of School Pupils Act (Ontario) governs 

the immunization of students in schools. Students must be immunized

against diphtheria, measles, mumps, polio, rubella (German measles), tetanus and whooping cough. The Medical Officer of Health will exclude a child from school if there is no up-to-date evidence of immunization or immunity to the above diseases. The Immunization of School Pupils Act (Ontario) also contains legal exemptions from any or all of the required vaccines for medical reasons, for reasons of conscience or for sincerely held belief and/or religion. The school telephone number is (416) 395 – 3090 if you require any assistance.
A reminder about:

School Council
St. Andrew’s is very fortunate to have the support and involvement of a very active School Council. “Council” members include parents, administration, and staff. Together we look at ways to make our school a better place. The “council” acts as an advisory body to the principal and, from time to time, to the school board. Monthly meetings (held in the evening beginning at 7:00 p.m.) are open to all parents of St. Andrew’s students. All parents attending the meetings may participate and provide input into issues being discussed. However, only members of the council vote on recommendations and decisions.

The “chair” or “co-chairs” of the School Council, in collaboration with the principal, are responsible for setting the agenda and for chairing each of the monthly meetings. 
Our first School Council meeting for this school year will take place on Monday, Sept. 12,2011 at 7:00 p.m. in the school library 

A special thanks to last year’s School Council executive:
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Leslie Routhier

Secretary: 

Lidy Lee
Treasurer: 

Lynn Liu
Communications: 
Harvey Beck
HALE Chair:
Lorry Chen
Teacher Rep:
Lesley Greenspoon
Thanks also go to the many, many volunteers, committee chairs and committee members.

Please consider becoming involved and attending our meetings. We look forward to another positive and productive year.

Welcome to our new School Council Executive for 2011 – 2012:

Chair:


Lisa Slan


Treasurer:

Raymond Cheung
Secretary:

Lidy Lee-Amini
Communications:
Tanya Goldberg
School Rep:

Lesley Greenspoon
Visitors & School Safety

For the safety of students and staff, all visitors-including parents-are requested to begin their visit at the school office. Please enter through the main school doors only. Visiting Board employees wear identification badges assigned to them; all visitors must sign in at the office and pick up a “visitor’s” or “volunteer” badge. Recent legislation requires that police, through a criminal reference check, clear all school volunteers. If interested, please visit the school office for further details.

Tips for Managing Communications Devices in Schools

It is evident that technology has changed the educational environment in many positive ways. However, as new technologies continue to expand, they also bring new challenges to maintaining a safe, caring and orderly learning environment – one of maximizing the educational benefits while minimizing the negative impact of this same technology. Personal Electronic Devices (PED’s) are becoming commonplace. These devices allow users to access information anytime, anywhere, and to communicate spontaneously with anyone. The advantages of technology need to be supported with the responsible use of technology.

The use of some technology has also brought challenges related to safety, privacy, and disruption in our schools. The Board recognizes that unacceptable use of technology can be disruptive and intrusive in the classroom instruction and interfere in the day-to-day operations of the school. As well, academic integrity can be compromised through the inappropriate use of technology.

On August 22, 2011, school administrators received an update about the implementation of a Personal Electronic Devices (PED’s) Policy beginning in September 2011 in the TDSB. For 2011-2012 there will be a three phase process in place: Phase 1 – look at and potentially rewrite all TDSB policies and related procedures that involve personal electronic devices; Phase 2 – provide up-to-date training for all TDSB teachers on how to effectively use PED’s in the classroom; Phase 3 – pilot the use of PED’s in a number of schools.
St. Andrew’s Guidelines for Electronic Devices, 2011-2012
During the school day, the use of cell phones and electronic devices should be restricted.
· During classroom instruction, all personal electronic devices (including cell phone, Ipod, Ipad, laptop etc.) should ideally be stored elsewhere (in a locker) but at minimum should be powered off and secured out of sight.  They should not be used to make or receive phone calls, send or receive text messages, send or receive e-mails, access the Internet, watch TV, listen to or download music or download files. If a students’ subject area teacher has determined that a specific personal electronic device will be beneficial to the class, he or she will indicate the parameters with which they are allowed to be used to the students. The use of PED’s is on a class by class basis completely under the discretion of the classroom teacher.
· Cell phones provide easy access to the Internet and text messaging between students. As such, they are prohibited during tests and exams to prevent cheating.

· The privacy, dignity and safety of others must be maintained through the appropriate use of cell phones and electronic devices.  Students are prohibited from taking or posting photos of other students or staff without specific personal consent of the individual. 

· Phones with camera capability are not allowed in washrooms or change rooms at any time.
· NEW – Students will be allowed to use their PED’s during the lunch hour. The use of PED’s is restricted to the cafeteria during the eating portion of the lunch and to the front of the building during the outside portion of the lunch. At no time are PED’s allowed to be used at the back of the school during the lunch hour due to physical and health education classes being outside. This policy will be revised and discussed with the students during the winter months.
· The use of cell phones by the principal and vice-principal (or other staff) to ensure student safety must be consistent with any guidelines set out by the school.

School Follow-Up Procedures
· Parents can contact their child through the main office if there is an emergency – they do not need to call their child’s cell phone. 

· Parents are to leave messages for their children at the office for non-emergencies. Students for whom the parent has left a message to report to the office will be notified. 

· Students must realize that these devices are often the targets of theft.  They should be left at home or secured in their locker for safety.  Students and staff must be aware that the school is not responsible for the replacement of such items that may be stolen or lost. 

· Guidelines/policies around the appropriate use of electronic devices are included in the School Code of Conduct and the Student Agenda and will be discussed throughout the school year as TDSB policies and procedures become more clear. 

· Guidelines/polices will be referred to during the first School Council meeting and Curriculum Night. 

· Signage will be displayed throughout the school building that outlines the school’s policy around the use of cell phones and electronic devices. 

· Teachers will support the guidelines since they will largely be the ones to enforce them. 

· Students , throughout the year, will be educated about popular websites such as Facebook, MySpace and YouTube.  These sites are growing at an enormous rate everyday.  Students will understand that what they post to these sites – including personal information and pictures – can be accessed by millions of people world wide.  It is NOT the same as sending a note to their friend in class and any such communication is neither private nor protected under privacy law. 

· Students and parents are informed through newsletters/evening sessions that cyber bullying through electronic devices, even if it occurs away from the school, can now be subject to in-school discipline.

Severe Allergies
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School staff, students and parents are responsible for creating a safe and healthy environment for all of our students. This is an additional challenge for schools attended by children with life threatening allergies. While it is impossible to create a risk-free environment, we are a peanut-free and nut free school, and together, we can take important steps to minimize potentially fatal allergic reactions. Please read the pamphlet that has been sent home and go over with your child the safety concerns around anaphylaxis.
· Please try to help your child understand that they should not share their lunches. The children at risk may also be made aware on a regular basis that they should not accept any food other than what has been sent by a parent/guardian. 
· Please do not send your child with any foods that may contain traces of nuts, peanuts or peanut products. We ask that you are diligent in checking all food labels.
· If your child has a severe allergy, please arrange to have an Epi-Pen left in the school office.

· An authorization form for school personnel to administer an Epi-Pen in emergency situations must be signed.
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A Messgage from our Trustee…

Welcome to the new school year – Our staff has been busy preparing their program, classroom and schools to welcome you all and to help your child achieve their best. As your elected representative I help set policy and act as an advocate to constituents in my community.  I visit schools, programs and services in our ward in order to best understand and help meet the needs of our students. And I hold regular Ward Meetings with parents and everyone is welcome.

 FIRST WARD MEETING: 

Tuesday, September 20, in Titan Hall at York Mills Collegiate at 7pm. A Forum for all of Don Valley West’s Provincial Candidates in the upcoming election. The focus will be on Educational Issues – I urge you to come and meet with the candidates. Your vote in the election is important!

STAYING IN TOUCH WITH YOU:  I am committed to keeping in touch with you. If you would like to be added to the mailing list for my Quick Communicator Newsletter please email me at gerri.gershon@tdsb.on.ca  My TDSB webpage is www.tdsb.on.ca/gershon  I can be reached at 416-395-8408.You can also follow me on Twitter at: GerriGershon

I look forward to seeing you September 20.

Gerri Gershon

Trustee, Don Valley West

416 395 8408

gerri.gershon@tdsb.on.ca. 
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CYBERCRIME: PROTECT YOUR CHILD ONLINE…

There is no doubt that the internet can be an amazing tool. The educational information that is available on-line is constantly growing. Furthermore, the tools that are available to communicate and conduct business are ever expanding. However, this great tool comes with no written safety instructions. The Centre for Missing and Exploited Children conducted a recent study, which found that of children between the ages of 10 and 17, one in five received an unwanted sexual solicitation in the last year. This number is shocking and a wake up call to all parents.

The following is a quick reference guide to help parents and children surf the internet safely and productively. I would encourage you to do even more research on your own.
TIPS FOR PARENTS…

· Decide as a family what your internet/computer rules will be and post them on the monitor.

· Decide with your child when and how long they can be online, and what activities are allowed.

· Computers should NOT be in your child’s room but out in a communal area of the home, where parents can easily see the screen.

· Do not allow young children to use the Internet alone. With older children, use it with them or check what they are doing frequently.

· Know your child’s email password and supervise their email.

· Know who your children are chatting with or emailing.

· A child’s screen name should not provide clues about them personally. For example, avoid screen names that would hint at their sex, age, or other affiliation.

· Check with your internet service provider about firewalls, spam blockers and any filtering software that they may offer. This should be used in addition to parental supervision.

· If you don’t know much about the Internet, take the time to learn the basics. Don’t be embarrassed to ask your child to show you what they can do online and how it works.

· Regularly consult teachers, librarians, and other parents for advice and tips.

· Frequently research available software to find out what new options and protections are available. That will help you know what your child is doing as well as control what they can see while on line.

· Find out what safeguards are in place at your child’s school, friends’ homes, and the public library and decide if it’s appropriate for your child to use the Internet in those places without your supervision.

· Consider sharing an email account with your children so you can know who is contacting them.

· Any email offer that’s “too good to be true” probably is and make sure your kids learn this lesson. Be very careful about any email offers that involve coming to a meeting, someone visiting your house, or sending money or credit card information. This can place you and your child in jeopardy.

· Children need respect and adult supervision.
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PICK UP AND DROP OFF…A MAJOR SAFETY CONCERN

As we begin a new school year, it is extremely important for all families who drop off or pick up their children to follow specific procedures to ensure the safety of our staff and students. 

In the morning, parents who choose to pull into our school driveway should head down to the back of the parking lot around the loop, drop off their child(ren), continue around the loop and then head out onto Fenn Ave. What is becoming a huge concern is the number of parents that are pulling up in front of the school, along Fenn Ave. and stopping in front of the driveway. This prohibits cars from getting into or out of the parking lot. This also creates a situation whereby teachers arriving to school are not able to park their cars and are therefore late for class leaving students unsupervised.

In addition, parking and stopping along the East or West side of Fenn Avenue is strictly prohibited between 8:30 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. Please pull onto side streets in close proximity to the school and have your child walk to the main doors. As we would like to create a safe area around the school, please be mindful of the information above and do your best to follow the procedures outlined.

Together, we can create a safe environment for our teachers and students. THANK YOU!
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Parking:


With the number of teachers this year, as well as the support staff that visit us on a daily basis, there are NO visitor spaces available in the school parking lot. Please park on nearby side streets and have your child walk safely to school. If you are parking in a spot in the parking lot (even for only a few minutes), you are preventing a teacher from getting into their classroom on time. Thank you in advance for your understanding.
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We look forward to a terrific year working together with you and your child.


Thank you in advance for your continued support of St. Andrew’s J.H.
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